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“LIFE, LAUGHTER AND THE LAW” SIR OLIVER POPPLEWELL TO ADDRESS 

OPEN UNIVERSITY LAW STUDENTS AND ALUMNI
Sir Oliver Popplewell, the distinguished former High Court judge, will give a talk organised by the Open University Centre for Law, at Oriel College, Oxford on Thursday, 18 November. 
The lecture, sponsored by global law firm Clifford Chance, is one of the many events co-ordinated for the Open University’s Law students and alumni. The university has so far seen 636 people graduate with their LLB (Hons) Bachelor of Laws degrees; another 3,000 are currently studying law with the programme.

Sir Oliver will talk on themes in his colourful autobiography Benchmark: Life, Laughter, and the Law which include a range of chapter headings from “National Service" and "University" to "Bradford" and "Murder".

The judge, famous for presiding over many high-profile cases including the case in which Jonathan Aitken, the former Conservative minister, perjured himself, is also former chairman of the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. Having retired in August 2003, Sir Oliver took the unusual step of returning to university and is now an undergraduate student of philosophy, politics and economics at Oxford. 

Professor Gary Slapper, Director of the Centre for Law at The Open University said: "Sir Oliver was a highly respected barrister, silk, and then High Court judge. He has a wealth of engaging stories. His prowess as a cricketer and his immense knowledge of the game are famed, and his choice to become an undergraduate again after retirement is a marvellous example of dynamic lifelong learning.                                                                             m/f
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Recently retired High Court judges are not a common type of student and the recognition from someone elevated by society to a position demanding Solomonic wisdom that he too can be enriched through yet more formalised learning is inspiring. Anyone with an interest in law, or the art of refined judgement in general will have something to gain."

EDITOR’S NOTES

· The law lecture will take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 18 November 2004 at Harris Conference Centre, Oriel College, Oxford. Members of the press are invited to attend – please confirm attendance by contacting Susan Cowin on 0115 971 5541 or 0771 050 7885.

· The Open University’s law degree programme is the largest taught undergraduate law programme of its kind in Britain. It is offered in collaboration with the College of Law and attracts students from a wide range of occupations teachers, doctors, police officers, magistrates, human resources professionals, and social workers. For more information about the programme, visit http://open.ac.uk/law.
· Clifford Chance Limited Liability Partnership is the first fully integrated global law firm, with 29 offices in 19 countries. The firm aims to provide seamless global services to the world’s leading financial institutions and multinational businesses. Unrivalled in its international resources, Clifford Chance has more than 3,300 legal advisers and is organised around six global practice areas: capital markets; corporate (including M&A); finance; litigation and dispute resolution; real estate; and tax, pensions and employment law.  For more information see www.cliffordchance.com.
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