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OPEN UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL EARNS PREMIER 
INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATION
The Open University Business School has been granted accreditation by AACSB International (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) – an achievement that puts the School in an elite group worldwide to be accredited by all three premier management education associations. 
Only nine of the 100-plus business schools in the UK are accredited by the three leading organisations in the UK, Europe and the US. OUBS is also the first exclusively distance learning school to be awarded the AACSB International accreditation, which follows a comprehensive peer review of the School and its programmes and activities. It already holds EQUIS accreditation granted by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd) and its MBA programme has been accredited by the Association of MBAs (AMBA) since 1986. 
Among the School’s strengths that the AACSB highlights are:
 the effective use of the Open University’s supported open learning methods, which provide an excellent and highly effective learning environment;
 the support, enthusiasm and involvement of the School’s alumni;
 the “team concept of curriculum development and its total stakeholder involvement”, which AACSB describes as “exemplary”;








 the commitment of the School’s network of associate lecturers.





AACSB International accreditation is granted only to those schools that satisfy the expectations that the business and academic communities attach to a wide range of quality standards.



OUBS Dean Prof Roland Kaye said the AACSB accreditation completed the quality approval circle. “Only a select group of business schools worldwide can boast the triple recognition and our students, staff and graduates can all be justifiably proud of this achievement,“ he said. 
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Prof Kaye added: “Without doubt, our 15,000 MBA graduates and 30,000 current students are already aware of the quality of the School’s programmes and the high level of flexibility that studying with the School offers. 
The AACSB accreditation will serve to ensure that the wider business, education and public sector communities – to which our graduates and students are contributing so much – are also aware of this exceptional level of quality. The news is all the more gratifying given that the OUBS is the first School that concentrates exclusively on distance learning methods to have earned all three accreditations.
“We are also delighted to note that AACSB International highlighted the School’s contribution to making business and management education more widely available to all sectors of the community. The School’s Certificate in Accounting and undergraduate business studies programme are both particularly successful in attracting students from groups normally under-represented in business education.”
During the accreditation process, the OUBS – the largest business school in Europe – was visited and evaluated by other business school deans and directors. AACSB International accreditation assures stakeholders that business schools:
 manage resources to achieve a vibrant and relevant mission;
 advance business and management knowledge through faculty scholarship;
 provide high-calibre teaching of quality and current curricula;
 cultivate meaningful interaction between students and a qualified faculty;
 produce graduates who have achieved specified learning goals.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School provides management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning to 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries; a small number of full-time postgraduate research students are based at the School’s headquarters in Milton Keynes. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the US. The School’s website can be found at oubs.open.ac.uk 
The AACSB International website can be found at www.aacsb.edu
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