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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Thursday, October 27 2005  [PR5078]
OU Business School marks MBA success and top student survey result
Undergraduate business students at the Open University Business School are more impressed with the overall quality of their courses than business students at any other university in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, based on the findings of the first National Student Survey.

In the survey, participating students were asked to rate their courses on a range of measures, which included teaching, learning resources, assessment and feedback, and organisation. They were also asked to provide an “overall satisfaction” rating, for which the OU achieved 4.4 out of a possible five points for business studies – an achievement bettered by none of the other higher education providers in England, Wales and Northern Ireland whose students’ results were reported in the survey.

Open University students as a whole gave an “overall satisfaction” rating across all subjects of 4.5 out of a possible five points – a result that put the university at the top of rankings tables created by the media, including the Times Higher Education Supplement. A second THES table on specific subjects shows that Open University students are more satisfied than those at any other university in ten subject areas of the 41 listed; no other university listed has achieved top ratings in as many subjects.

The Open University has also retained its top five ranking of UK universities in the latest national table for teaching quality. The Sunday Times University Guide 2005’s table of universities with the best marks for teaching again puts the OU at fifth place – ahead of Oxford and University College London. The ranking is based on official judgements of teaching quality made by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education.

The news comes as the latest cohort of successful MBA students at the Open University Business School brings the total of MBA holders at the UK’s largest business school to more than 16,000.
A season of international degree ceremonies – including events in London, Paris and Moscow – at which the students’ successes are celebrated is drawing to a close. OU Business School students combine full-time work with part-time study, family responsibilities and other commitments to achieve the prestigious management development qualification. Many fund their own studies, but 60 per cent of OU Business School MBA students are supported by their employer.

OU Business School Dean Professor James Fleck welcomed news of the achievements of the School and University. “The National Student Survey results, teaching quality ranking and the triple accreditation by the world’s premier accrediting organisations for business schools combine to form a commanding assertion of the calibre and status of the School’s distinctive learning methods, student support systems and programmes at all levels of business and management education,” he added.
“While we continue to reach first-rate levels of quality at a scale that makes the OU Business School one of the largest in terms of student numbers in Europe, it is our ability to deliver education to the very heart of management and professional practice through our supported open learning that has bred the School’s success.”
Editor’s Notes
The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported open learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.

The OU Business School has 30,000 students in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OU Business School course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level; of those, 15,000 have successfully completed their MBA and joined one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States. 
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