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News
For the attention of: news editors, TV editors

Monday 21st March 2005






PR4980
Intelligent comedy wins BAFTA nomination

Amidst the popular sit-coms and stand-ups, The Mark Steel Lectures have shone through and won The Open University and BBC a BAFTA nomination. 

Nominated under the ‘comedy programme or series’ category, The Mark Steel Lectures, presented by comedian and columnist Mark Steel, combines Mark’s firebrand humour with a wealth of visual jokes and offbeat reconstructions.  

Far from the conventional examination of the lives and works of famous historical figures The Mark Steel Lectures, which was awarded the Special Maeda Prize at the Japan Awards 2004, delves into their private lives exposing secrets that would have been tabloid scandals and gossip columnist fodder in the modern era. 

Sarah McCormack from The Open University Worldwide, which is responsible for selling OU/BBC programmes abroad, says “The media described The Mark Steel Lectures as ‘More laugh-out-loud moments in 30 minutes than most sitcoms deliver in a series’ and this is the point of the programme - delivering intelligent television that brings history alive, making it fun and entertaining.  The Mark Steel Lectures manages to educate and entertain, where else will you find out how Einstein got ready for a date?”

The third series of The Mark Steel Lectures is planned for later this year and promises more hilarious insights.

Editor’s Notes
Series Two of The Mark Steel Lectures is an Open University and BBC FOUR co-production, directed by Michael Cummings, series producer Jon Rolph and Executive Producers Graham Smith for the BBC and Emma De’Ath for The Open University.  The series also stars Jo Brand, Tony Benn and Phil Jupitus. 
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