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News
For the attention of: news editors, political editors and education correspondents
Tuesday 22 March 2005
MSPs reveal sources of inspiration
Shakespeare, a seagoing apprenticeship, business educator Eli Goldratt, and a visit to the former headquarters of the East German Stasi have all served to inspire Members of the Scottish Parliament to become lifelong learners1.  
The sources of inspiration were revealed in a survey conducted by The Open University in Scotland which asked MSPs to describe what inspired them to learn, as part of a campaign to encourage more Scots to participate in lifelong learning.

Several MSPs highlighted the inspirational role school teachers can play in laying the foundations for a lifetime interest in learning.  

First Minister Jack McConnell cited as his learning inspiration four outstanding primary teachers at Lamlash Primary School: “They taught the fundamentals well but they also encouraged wider interests, encouraged ambition and encouraged tolerance,” he recalled. 
MSPs were asked what they felt learning had done for them.  Many referred to learning as a life-changing opportunity with the power to open up new horizons and improve our understanding of the problems other people face.  Jamie Stone, MSP for Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross added: “Good quality learning is fun and it enriches the rest of your life.”   
Andrew Welsh, MSP for Angus offered some sound advice to potential learners: “Do not let fear of the unknown stop you.  The important thing is to start at the appropriate level in a subject you enjoy, learn at a suitable pace and develop study habits.” 
Despite their heavy workload, a number of MSPs are studying at the moment, in subject areas as diverse as French conversation, shorthand and Scotland’s justice system.  

The importance of informal learning was a common thread in the responses to the survey.  Many MSPs cited the learning they do every day on the job as an integral part of their personal and professional development.
Finally, MSPs were asked what they would study if they had all the time in the world.  Another language was first choice, with French, Spanish, Gaelic and Chinese all on MSPs’ lists.  Another favourite was learning to play the piano.
The survey was carried out as part of a programme of activities on the theme Inspiring a Learning Nation hosted by The Open University at the Scottish Parliament last week.  During the three days, MSPs and parliamentary staff had the chance to share with Open University students and staff their views on solutions to one of the biggest challenges facing Scotland’s education sector: how to widen participation and increase diversity.

Notes
1.  Sources of inspirational learning experiences quoted above:

a) Studying modules in Shakespeare - Richard Baker MSP

b) Going to sea and experiencing real life issues – Phil Gallie MSP
c)  Reading the works of Eli Goldratt and his theory of constraints – Jim Mather MSP
d)  Visiting the former HQ of the East German Stasi and meeting former prisoners arrested and tortured for campaigns for democracy – Jeremy Purvis MSP  
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