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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Monday, September 12 2005  [PR5059]
MBA graduates celebrate success at prestigious Paris ceremony
Almost 100 new MBA graduates from the Open University Business School joined fellow OU graduates to celebrate their achievements at a prestigious ceremony at the Palais des Congres de Versailles, Paris.

The MBA graduates – from both the UK and several other European nations – joined 180 other graduates for the ceremony on Saturday, September 10. It was the latest in this year’s series of 26 Open University degree ceremonies, at which the achievements of 12,000 graduates will have been honoured.

Most OU Business School students combine full-time work with part-time study, family responsibilities and other commitments to achieve the prestigious MBA. Many fund their own studies, but 60 per cent are sponsored by their employer.

Professor James Fleck, OU Business School Dean, was among those at the ceremony. He said:  “The School’s MBA graduates at the Paris ceremony – like all our MBA graduates – deserve our congratulations on their achievement. Many of those at the ceremony studied in Europe and some of those did so with English as their second language.
“Students come to us because we offer a flexible route to a top management qualification that is triple-accredited – the ultimate guarantees of quality. Our students are totally committed and their hard work and dedication is rewarded, often with promotion and career progression. 
“No matter what their route or background, all OU Business School students enjoy our world-famous system of supported distance learning, our outstanding course materials and the chance to improve their career prospects by learning while they continue to earn.”
More than 15,800 people now hold the OU Business School MBA and have joined one of the three largest associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.

During the ceremony, author and poet Kenneth White was presented with an honorary doctorate to mark his significant contribution to literature.
Editor’s Notes
Case studies of some of the MBA graduates who attended the Paris ceremony are available. Contact Neil Coaten in the Open University media relations team on +44 (0)1908 652580 or at n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk for more information.

The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported open learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.

The OU Business School has 30,000 students in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OU Business School course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. 

The School is among the largest schools and faculties of The Open University, itself the largest university in the UK. The university is ranked fifth of all UK universities in the table for teaching quality published in the Sunday Times University Guide 2004.
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