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SOCIAL ENTERPRISE – POLICY FAD, OLD NEWS OR TIMELY IDEA?
Social entrepreneurs, social enterprise and the social economy are high on the news agenda. That is the view of Rob Paton, Professor of Social Enterprise at the Open University Business School (OUBS). And it will be the subject of his inaugural lecture in London on Tuesday June 24. 

“The media is filled with controversies over foundation hospitals, over PFI (Private Finance Initiative) and PPP (Public Private Partnership) schemes, over the public service return on the BBC licence fee, and the modernisation of public services and institutions,” said Professor Paton.

“Meanwhile, ‘green businesses’ and ‘fair trade’ arrangements flourish; the co-op movement is undergoing a revival; charitable foundations adopt policies of social investment; and the government has announced plans for Community Interest Companies.  Suddenly, it seems social entrepreneurs, social enterprise and the social economy are everywhere, so what can we expect from the new generation of initiatives, and what are the implications for managers and policy-makers?” he asks.
Professor Paton will explore these and other major issues raised by social enterprise in his forthcoming inaugural lecture on Tuesday June 24, at the Commonwealth Conference Centre in London. 

His recently published book, Managing and Measuring Social Enterprises, has cemented his reputation as an authority on value-based organisations and how they can help deliver social change and institutional renewal.  Richard Brewster, until recently the chief executive of the charity Scope, has said of it: “It is so refreshing to read of management reality and organizational complexity… the book stands out from other books dealing with the management of nonprofits with their emphasis on cut-and-dried solutions and prescriptions.”
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The lecture, which is being co-hosted by The Open University’s Development Office, will be held at the Commonwealth Conference Centre in London on June 24, 2003, at 7pm.  For an invitation contact Jackie Connell at the OUBS, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes MK7 6AA.  Telephone 01908 654743  or email j.connell@open.ac.uk.

Editor’s Notes

The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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