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News
For the attention of: news editors

Thursday, February 3 2005  [PR4962]

Pioneering cross border project will take learning to new students 

Providing access to higher education to students prevented from learning as a result of the Northern Ireland conflict is the aim of a pioneering new project by The Open University in Ireland.

The Cross Border Openings programme, which was officially launched by the President of Ireland Mary McAleese in Dundalk today (Thursday, February 3), will offer places to 250 students from socially and economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Their study will bridge the gap between further education and higher education. Students will be drawn equally from both sides of the border.

The programme aims to provide opportunities for those who have been prevented from learning as a result of the conflict in Northern Ireland. These opportunities are presented in an environment of cross border co-operation and are funded under the PEACE II programme.
The project forms part of The Open University’s wider Openings programme, which to date has seen more than 10,000 people take part in study. The courses are delivered at a distance and are supported by face-to-face tuition and one-to-one tutorials over the telephone. Students are able to choose from seven Openings courses – in humanities, health, childhood studies, management, social sciences, personal change, mathematics, science and technology.

Dr Rosemary Hamilton, regional director of The Open University in Ireland, said the programme offers practical opportunities to people from communities damaged by the conflict. She added: “As well as valuable educational opportunities, the programme offers participants a safe space in which they can work and learn together. Page 1 of 2
“By so doing, the project can help to build the spirit of trust and openness that must underpin effective peace-building.

“The Openings programme does make a difference. It is not just about giving people a new opportunity to learn but enabling them to stick with it and succeed. These courses are flexible and student-centred – the learning can go to the learners, enabling new groups of students to be reached.”

The Cross Border Openings programme is presented in partnership with the Irish Congress of Trade Unions and the Centre for Cross Border Studies. It is funded by ADM/CPA (Area Development Management and Combat Poverty Agency) under the EU PEACE II Programme for Peace and Reconciliation and part-financed by the UK and Irish Governments. This support will also fund a number of day schools for students to provide training in cultural diversity and advice on further learning.

Paddy Logue, joint manager of ADM/CPA, said: “This project provides a unique opportunity for people affected by the conflict and alienated from other more formalised educational institutions to access third level education.”

Potential students who would like more information about the programme can contact Pauline Collins on +44 (0)2871 266434 or at p.a.collins@open.ac.uk
Editor’s Notes

About 8,500 people in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland are studying with The Open University. 

The Open University is ranked fifth of all UK universities for teaching quality in the Sunday Times University Guide 2004 – a ranking higher than those for Oxford and University College London. More than 1,000 academics are involved in writing materials and in research that ranges from e-learning to space sciences. Another 8,000 associate lecturers provide personal tuition to more than 200,000 students.

Since its beginning in 1971, more than two million people have studied Open University degree, diploma, certificate and stand-alone courses.
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