Friday 14 November

The Barristers – episode 1 of 4

BBC Two, 9.00pm – 10.00pm

The Bar is one of the most powerful professions in the country – it produces prime ministers, millionaires and the judges who shape our law.  It’s a glamorous world which attracts thousands of would-be barristers every year but just one in five students will ever get to present a case in court - only the brightest and the very best survive.
Years in the making, The Barristers is co-produced by The Open University and the BBC and gives an honest and intimate insight into all aspects of court life – from the young people aspiring to join the profession, up to the most senior QCs and judges.  
In episode one we meet Catherine Piercey, Iqbal Mohammed, Anna Dowuona-Kludze and Jo Derby, who are amongst the students striving to join the Bar.  As part of their training, Iqbal and Jo face each other in a Moot competition, presenting opposing arguments in front of hundreds of legal high-flyers in the imposing Middle Temple hall.  Their training is intense, and they face mounting debts as well as fierce competition to get a pupillage; the next step to becoming a Barrister.  With interviews hard to secure, rejections mounting up and their results imminent, all of the students are feeling the pressure.

Richard Bond meanwhile, is a Barrister working in Birmingham who is prosecuting a case in the Birmingham Race Riot trials.  Does Richard get the result he wants?
Unprecedented access was granted to the series’ award-winning film crew from BBC Bristol, giving viewers a unique chance to see the real stories of court life.

Friday 21 November

The Barristers – episode 2 of 4 

BBC Two, 9.00pm – 10.00pm
The Bar is one of the most powerful professions in the country – it produces prime ministers, millionaires and the judges who shape our law.  It’s a glamorous world which attracts thousands of would-be barristers every year but just one in five students will ever get to present a case in court - only the brightest and the very best survive.
Years in the making, The Barristers is co-produced by The Open University and the BBC and gives an honest and intimate insight into all aspects of court life – from the young people aspiring to join the profession, up to the most senior QCs and judges.  
In episode two, Birmingham divorce barrister Louise brokers a financial settlement while her colleagues in family law investigate a case of a child with a fractured skull. 
The hard-up students have their first interviews for pupillage – an apprenticeship in a set of barrister’s chambers.  With huge competition and newly qualified barristers facing an average debt of £35,000, the pressure is on to juggle their jobs with interview preparation.

Friday 28 November

The Barristers – episode 3 of 4

BBC Two, 9.00pm – 10.00pm

Hundreds of years of court tradition when advocates were independent of the state ended when the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) began employing its own barristers.  It means less work and less money for the self-employed briefs used to a monopoly - and many believe there’s a decline in standards and a risk to justice. 
Years in the making, The Barristers is co-produced by The Open University and the BBC and gives an honest and intimate insight into all aspects of court life – from the young people aspiring to join the profession, up to the most senior QCs and judges.  
Annie is one of the new CPS-employed barristers and is prosecuting her first murder case in the Old Bailey in this role.  In this episode, the cameras go behind the scenes on the murder trial to see her preparation and the effects on the victim’s family.  

In Birmingham, independent barrister Richard is prosecuting a robbery case.  Despite banter with the defence team in the robing room, it’s down to business in court. We find out whether additional CCTV evidence will bring a conviction.

In episode three we also meet Kakoly, who has a pupillage and is working in chambers, but who now has to compete to win tenancy, which will mean she’ll have a permanent job as a barrister.  Earning less than £10,000 a year, Kakoly is feeling the pinch but still takes on cases without pay for experience.  Will her efforts pay off?

Friday 5 December 
The Barristers – episode 4 of 4

BBC Two, 9.00pm – 10.00pm

Years in the making, The Barristers is co-produced by The Open University and the BBC and gives an honest and intimate insight into all aspects of court life – from the young people aspiring to join the profession, up to the most senior QCs and judges.  
Newly qualified barrister Kakoly has her confidence knocked when she has to defend her tenancy appointment to other members of her chambers.  However, with assault and battery has her first crown court case, she can’t allow this to distract her.

We see inside the highest court in the land as a government department and private company are taken on by local resident Lilian, who has spent tens of thousands of pounds of her own money challenging the legality of the cement works near her home.  We find out if her seven years of legal challenge have been worth it.
Inner and Middle Temples are keen to change perceptions of The Bar as an elitist, exclusive institution and hold their first ever open day in their 400 year history.  Meanwhile, Chairman of The Bar Council, Tim Dutton QC, wants to dispel the ‘fat cat’ label that some people give barristers.  We see him meeting Jack Straw, Secretary of State for Justice, to discuss Legal Aid funding which could have a huge impact on members of the Bar. 
The final episode in this series looks again at the students we met in episode one, to see if their hard work and determination has paid off – and the programme also explores what lies ahead for this ancient and powerful profession in a world of increased financial pressure and modernisation.
