Adult learners succeed against the odds
Neither blindness nor serious mental illness can stop determined adult learners, as Open University students in Wales have proved.

The OU in Wales has formed a partnership with Hafal, a national mental health charity, to encourage individuals recovering from serious mental illness to study.
Now four Hafal students (pictured above) were announced as winners at the Inspire! Awards, organised by NIACE Dysgu Cymru which promotes adult learning in Wales.

The four – Shan Davies, Shaorn Harris, Susanne Mahoney and Christina Hodges, from the Merthyr Tydfil area – were initially "very apprehensive" about studying, says the OU's Eleri Chilcott. But all are now on their second course and able to study without extra support. "Their commitment and determination to support each other to improve their skills, despite all the adversity experienced, is inspirational," says Eleri, who is the OU's widening access development officer in South Wales. 
 
Richard Zimbler from Welshpool (pictured right) was born with Laurence-Moon-Bardet-Biedl Syndrome which has caused his eyesight to deteriorate so that he has been totally blind for the last seven years. Despite this he has completed an OU Openings course and is involved in a range of voluntary projects, including being a student volunteer promoting the OU, and a student ambassador for the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB) in Wales.

Richard says his studies have given him a lot of confidence. "It makes me very happy to think that even if sharing my experience helps just one person then it is a start, as they might then go and tell someone else." 

The Inspire! Adult Learner Award ceremony took place in Brangwyn Hall, Swansea on Thursday May 12, hosted by broadcaster Amanda Protheroe-Thomas.
