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OpenLearn Wrexham launched today

A first for Wrexham today, as the town’s library service teams up with The Open University to improve access to free online learning, through the OpenLearn Wrexham project.

The new project was launched at Wrexham Library today, and will give local people improved and signposted access to OpenLearn, the UK’s biggest free learning website, with a choice of over 500 study units, spread across 12 subject areas. OU tutors will be on hand to support people in getting online and the project will also train local OpenLearn Champions to show others in the community how to use OpenLearn.

Funded through the North Wales Reaching Wider Partnership, hosted by Wrexham Libraries, and working with other learning providers, this is the first OpenLearn partnership of its kind in the UK. OpenLearn was established in 2006 and has recorded over 17.7 million visits since its launch. The website includes Learning Space, with materials from OU courses. These are the same courses as registered OU students take - but online and free.

Cllr Bob Dutton, Wrexham Council’s Lead Member for Communities and Performance, including Wrexham Libraries says:  "This is a great opportunity for people in Wrexham and, with free access to the Internet and free basic computer training offered by the library, Wrexham Library is the perfect place to host such a practical and valuable project."

Gayle Hudson, The OU in Wales’s Widening Access Development Officer in the North, has led the project. She says: “OpenLearn Wrexham has brought local education partners together to widen access to learning for people in Wrexham. OpenLearn is a great resource, and free for everyone. It’s the perfect opportunity for local people to take those first steps into further learning. Come along and give it a go – there’s something that interests everyone!”

The OpenLearn Wrexham means that there will be immediate access to OpenLearn available through PCs in Wrexham Library, and an OU tutor will be on hand in Wrexham Library once a month to help local people get online and take those free first steps into higher learning, and training OpenLearn Champions to show others in the community how to use OpenLearn.

Notes:

1. The Open University in Wales is the nation’s largest provider of part-time undergraduate study and in 2011, for the seventh successive year, it came in top for student satisfaction in Wales in the National Student Survey.

1. The North Wales Reaching Wider Partnership is a Higher Education Funding Council for Wales initiative that aims to increase higher education participation from groups and communities in Wales by raising aspirations, and creating new study opportunities and learning pathways to higher education.

1. Photos from the launch are available on request.
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