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BEYOND THE FRONTIERS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Science and technology enthusiasts will be finding out how we can keep control of the robots that are an increasingly important part of our lives at an Open University event next month.

Visitors to the Frontiers of Science and Technology event at the Science Museum, London, on Saturday, May 12, will also have the opportunity to discover how the study of robots could help mankind develop new ways of understanding technical and human systems.

Space, Time and Robotics will be the theme of the event, organised by the Open University in London in conjunction with the museum. It will feature a series of talks and interactive demonstrations by university staff that will address some of the current issues of interest to scientists and technologists.

The development of robotics will be the theme of the talk by Jim Flood, academic operations director at the university. "Since before recorded history began people have been ingenious in developing devices that save time, reduce work and remove the need to use skilled people - robot slaves!" he says. " We will go on a hunt around the home to see how many robots we can find and will focus on the key question: 'How do we control them?'"

In a second lecture about robotics, Jeff Johnson, from the university's Department of Design and Innovation, will explain how robots make excellent laboratory subjects for anyone interested in human systems. "This talk will explain how the study of robots may help us to develop new ways of understanding technical and human systems," he says.
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In a lecture called Footprints on the Moon, OU associate lecturer Roger O'Brien will discuss what missions there have revealed; in The Doors of Time: An Open and Shut Case, OU associate lecturer Ivan Finney will explain how the secret to unlocking the door to the past can be found in the rocks under our feet.

The Genesis mission that will bring solar wind back to Earth will be the subject of a talk by OU postdoctoral research assistant Anna Butterworth. The aim of the mission is to gain insight into the early formation of our solar system by measuring the composition of the sun.

Visitors will also receive a voucher that will entitle them to visit the spectacular IMAX( cinema at the museum to see one of two IMAX( films at a reduced price of £4.50 (which gives a saving of £2.25 on the full price).

Advisers will be available throughout the day to answer visitors' queries and to provide advice about choosing Open University courses. Advice on all subjects, not just science and technology, will be available.

"This event will give visitors an excellent opportunity for visitors to hear talks on current issues in science and technology in the inspiring surroundings of the Science Museum," says Judith Fage, regional director of the Open University in London. "It is also a chance to find out more about the wide range of courses and opportunities offered by the Open University."

EDITOR'S NOTES
Pre-booking at the event is not essential – places at the talks will be allocated on a first come, first served basis on the day. To guarantee your place please call Pam Russell on the number below or email r01-outreach-promotions@open.ac.uk

Selected speakers from the event are available for interview before the events – please contact one of the OU representatives below for full details.
The Science Museum is located in Exhibition Road, London, SW7.
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