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BBC First Takes Viewers Deeper Into The Blue Planet 

For the first time ever, the BBC is offering viewers the opportunity to undertake an accredited distance learning course relating to topics featured in the ground-breaking The Blue Planet series on BBC ONE this Autumn. 

Education has always been a core element of the BBC’s public service role, in programmes for child and adult learners and in informative and entertaining programmes and campaigns. Now, for viewers captivated by The Blue Planet on television, the production team have developed a multi-media package enabling them to explore their interest in a BBC series further than ever before and are offering the opportunity to undertake a course of formal study with either the Open University or Hull University.

Michael Stevenson, Joint Director of BBC Factual & Learning says: “This is a unique multi-media experience for the viewer and a powerful example of what can be achieved through the collaboration of our television, interactive and education teams.”
The Blue Planet web site - www.bbc.co.uk/nature - takes viewers inside the project. Here, visitors can find out about the cutting-edge techniques used in the making of the series, talk directly to the producers, scientists and camera teams, watch preview footage, including exclusive images not on TV, and follow the stories of the extraordinary animals.

The interactive experience is taken further in The Blue Planet Challenge. Developed by experts in oceanography and utilising state-of-the-art technology it gives users the opportunity to learn more about the secrets of the oceans via a structured “learning journey”:

· Interactive modules - which ‘go live’ with each new weekly episode - explore the key events and natural phenomena that make the oceans so exciting, enabling users to develop their own view of the world. 

· Users can make a virtual dive to the abyss, experiment with the bizarre nature of ice, define the animal relationships on a coral reef, and manage a kelp forest. 

· There are challenging games, information nuggets, virtual experiments, personal projects and a range of useful contacts. 

· Those who complete this trail of discovery will have a greater understanding of how the natural world works and be fully prepared to take the next step, an accredited course, if they so wish. 

The courses are offered through Hull University and the Open University: 

· Hull University - a dedicated website linked to a University online course, called The Blue Planet - In Deeper, enables students and tutors to interact and learn more about the wonders of the deep via the Internet. A series of modules run alongside each episode of the series. Those who complete every module will be given a University Foundation Award Certificate.

Debra Marsh, Head Of E-Learning at Hull University says: “The partnership between Hull University and the BBC is an important and exciting development for us and is a great opportunity to take marine biology to a wider audience. 

“It brings University learning and teaching into the individual's home or workplace allowing people the freedom to choose when and where they wish to study.”

· Open University - study is done via multi-media aids which include a specially produced The Blue Planet CD-ROM, video cassettes of programmes and compilations from the series and the BBC book which accompanies it. The course can be studied on its own or count towards a bachelor's degree. 

Anne Stevens, the Open University's Manager for Learning Journeys says, “There is clear evidence that viewers don't just want to be “couch potatoes” and that television inspires demand for further learning.

“The Blue Planet is pioneering new ground for the Open University with the 'Life In The Oceans: Exploring Our Blue Planet' course as it will be the first to be directly linked to a major BBC series. Viewers will be able to use it to expand their interest in the series and credit it towards a university degree.”
For more information, please contact Kate Adam, Publicist for BBC Learning on 

020 8752 6050 or email Kate.Adam@BBC.co.uk

Pictures are available from Ceri Dalton in BBC Picture Publicity on 

020 8576 4446 or email Ceri.Dalton@BBC.co.uk

Notes to editors:
· BBC viewers have already had the opportunity to undertake a History Trail at www.bbc.co.uk/history
· www.bbc.co.uk/beasts is an integral part of this Autumn’s Walking With Beasts experience. This site is an impressive, stand-alone resource in its own right offering visitors an entertaining and enlightening learning experience.

· Forming part of the BBC’s offering in support of National Science Year, viewers will shortly be able to access a Genetic Learning Journey encompassing history, science and health. 
