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Paralympic athlete Tanni GrEy-Thompson HONOURED BY THE OPEN UNIVERSITY
The North’s most celebrated paralympic athlete, Tanni Grey-Thompson, will be conferred an honorary degree from the Open University on Saturday 12 June at Newcastle’s City Hall to mark 
her contribution to the educational and cultural well-being of society.

Tanni, who now lives in Redcar with her husband and daughter, has performed at world-class level for the past fourteen years, in distances ranging from 100m to the marathon.  Her career has taken her around the world to every major international event.  Her thirteen Paralympic medals, six gold medals in the London Marathon and her comprehensive set of British and World Records make her achievements second to none in the disability sport arena.  The year 2000 culminated in Tanni being decorated with the OBE in the Millennium New Years Honours List in honour of her services to sport

Tanni will receive her honorary degree at an Open University graduation ceremony in Newcastle, which she will attend together with 200 other Open University graduates from the region.  .
Speaking of the new graduates, Regional Director of the Open University in the North, John Shipley said: “Each year we witness how education enriches the lives of thousands of our students.  The Open University will continue to help people from all the sections of society to fulfil their dreams and ambitions, further their careers and get the most out of their studies.”
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The ceremony at which Tanni will receive her award takes place at Newcastle’s City Hall at 2.00pm on Saturday 12 June. It forms part of a programme of more than 20 Open University degree ceremonies across the country.
Editor’s Notes

Journalists & photographers who would like to attend the ceremony should contact the Open University media relations team (contact details below).
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