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OPEN UNIVERSITY AND RADIO 3 TAKE LISTENERS ON THOUGHTFUL JOURNEY
Jonathan Rée recently gave up a career as a university lecturer in London in order to have more time to think. Witness the product of his reflections on the world’s greatest thinkers as the Open University/Radio 3 series Journeys in Thought continues.
In November 2003, the modern day philosopher introduced the thoughts of Wittgenstein, Arendt and Kierkegaard. In April he continues his Journeys in Thought as he travels to Staffordshire, Basel and Paris to uncover the inner-most thoughts of Rousseau, Marx and Nietzsche.

Each programme identifies one location which became a crucial turning point in the lives of these great philosophers. 
Rée is a freelance historian, philosopher and househusband who lives near Oxford. His books include Descartes, Philosophy and its Past, Proletarian Philosophers, Philosophical Tales, Heidegger, and I See a Voice. 

“Philosophy is one of the great forms of cultural activity, alongside music, poetry, drama and art. And yet it has a serious image problem. Lots of otherwise intelligent people are convinced that philosophy is obsolete – that the rise of the natural sciences has exposed it as mere verbal doodling, a sedentary and self-indulgent way of wiling away the time. 

“If you asked me to define philosophy, I would say that it is a battle against the tyranny of the obvious. If we are lucky, we will be able to put a distance between ourselves and the ideas we normally take for granted. We will be able to get them into proportion, and see them in perspective. What happens on those occasions is what I’d call philosophy,” says Rée.
On his first thoughtful journey (April 11th, 21.30) Rée doesn’t have to travel too far: 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Rousseau, arguably the leading figure in 18th century Enlightment continues to arouse heated discussion. In 1766 the Genevan born thinker arrived in England on the run from France and Switzerland, following the condemnation and public burning of his books on education and politics. In England he stayed at a rural retreat in the Derbyshire Peaks – where he became semi-paranoid and began imagining plots against him. After 18 months in England, his mind now brimming with distrust, Rousseau suddenly upped and left.
As Rée retraces the thoughts of Rousseau he speaks to academics John Hope Mason, Nicholas Phillipson and John T Scott and the musicologist Jacqueline Waeber. Rousseau’s opera, Le Devin de Village will also feature in the programme.
Rées philosophical journey continues (April 18, 21.30) in Basel:

Friedrich Nietzsche

For nearly a decade at the onset of his career Nietzsche lived in Basel. Here he was appointed as a full professor at the tender age of 24 and it was here that his first book The Birth of Tragedy – which included a sustained attack on Socrates and the supremacy of rationality - put him on the map. Of enormous influence upon him was his friendship with Richard Wagner, who he so frequently visited that he became an honouree family member.

Angie Hobbs, Roger Scruton and Raimond Gaita talk to Rée about Nietzsche and interviews are conducted in Basel and at the Wagner Museum in Luzerne.
Next Rée (April 25, 21.30) travels to Paris:

Karl Marx

When Marx arrived in Paris in 1843 he was already becoming notorious throughout Europe as a polemicist and trouble-maker. He had recently been expelled from Prussia for publishing scurrilous newspaper articles. During this period Paris was a hotbed of intellectual and revolutionary activity, the international centre of communism and a city teeming with exiles from around Europe. Here Marx met the poet Heinrich Heine, his life-long partner Friedrich Engels and wrote the Paris Manuscripts which years later would form the basis of Das Capital.
Rée speaks to Lesley Chamberlain, Bob Sutcliffe and Francis Wheen about Marx as well as Stathis Kouvelakis, Jack Altman and Jean Louis Lacascade in France.
Editor’s Notes
Journeys in Thought Executive Producer David Edmonds has taken his own philosophical journey with the Open University having graduated with a PhD in Philosophy in 2003.  
For more information on Open University Philosophy courses see: http://www3.open.ac.uk/courses
For further information, images or to set up an interview with Jonathan Rée contact Gabi Nobis or Sian Davies. For preview tapes please contact Sian Davies
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