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PR4719
SCIENCE SHACK

6 x 30 min programmes from the Open University for BBC2.

Could You Fly Like A Bird? Could You Make Yourself Invisible? Can You Walk On Water? 
These seemingly impossible challenges are put to the scientific test as the ever-popular Science Shack, presented by Adam Hart-Davis and his talented team of scientists and engineers, returns for a second series in early August on BBC 2.
Aided by ‘the Shack’ - Adam’s mobile headquarters and laboratory – the team travels to a different location each week where they attempt to conquer challenges set by the general public. 

The team (pictured with Adam) combine unique skills with fascinating personalities. They are (left to right) Jem Stansfield, an aeronautical engineer, who has made regular appearances on TV, Alom Shaha, who honed his science skills as a physics teacher,  Sim Oakley, who has helped create some of the world’s most prestigious science centres – (when not living on the Thames on the boat he built) and Janet Sumner, who is a Research Fellow at the OU, a qualified diver and rigger as well as an expert  in volcanic eruptions.

In show one, the team travel to Lake Windermere to investigate whether or not it’s really possible to walk on water.  Facing mighty competition from the public, the team attempt to win a thrilling 80-yard time-trial. 
Then, for show two, the team travel to Bristol to face another seemingly impossible feat: ‘Could you make yourself invisible?’ Cue the invisible Mini…
It’s a trip to the Millennium Dome for show three, where Adam Hart-Davis asks ‘How tall could you build a building?’ While he looks at the engineering and psychological challenges of making skyscrapers, the Science Shack team put their skills to the test by attempting to build the world’s tallest tower – out of paper.  
In show four , Adam and the team travel to the famous Manchester Commonwealth Games Stadium to take on the world of athletics, asking ‘How high can you jump?’ Their jumping machine (a sort of souped-up pogo stick) is designed to take on the world high-jump record.  













Cont/

Then its back to Adam’s home town, Bristol, for show,‘Could you fly like a bird?’, where Adam faces his greatest challenge yet when he dons his wings inside a giant aircraft hangar at Bristol Airport.
Show 6, asks ‘Could you live underwater with no connection to the surface? This is the challenge the team face as they build Adam an underwater home in Helmsley, North Yorkshire – using two builders’ skips.  But will Adam trust the team when his life is at stake? 

Adam and the team are not alone in their pursuit of scientific miracle-making, as Science Shack is interactive. Viewers regularly contribute to the challenges posted on the web site (http://www.open2.net/scienceshack/) and a group come along to most locations to help the team, show their own ideas, and keep Adam on his toes. Viewers who didn’t make it to the filming can still use their scientific thinking to win a fantastic prize in the Science Shack competition – by visiting the web site. 
Science Shack is produced by Screenhouse Productions for the Open University and BBC. Series producer director is Patrick Titley, executive producer is Paul Bader, BBC commissioning executive is Catherine McCarthy.  The series was also developed with the academic expertise of James Bruce.
Further information on each episode, plus biographies and billing information are available on request.

Stills will be available from http://www3.open.ac.uk/media/image-bank/programmes.asp
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